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FACES Top 10 Reasons to be Thankful this Year
Number 10

FACES members are now representing over 1000 families at all VDSS committees and on other statewide workgroups. Some of the many examples are: Child Welfare Advisory Committee, Permanency Advisory Committee, Education and Fostering Connections Workgroup, Health Care Access for Children in Foster Care Workgroup, and Virginia Commission on Youth Advisory Group on Barriers to Kinship Care. Learn about the topics covered by these groups by “friending” FACES on FACEBOOK or Foster Care Central…you can get these links from our website at www.facesofvirginia.org.  

Number 9

Fostering Connections continues to have impact on the improvement of child welfare. Check out the most comprehensive website…. www.fosteringconnections.org .

Number 8

Federal government has expanded the income tax credits for adopting children from foster care. Check out the process at http://www.nacac.org/postadopt/taxcredit.html . Unless you are wealthy…you MUST check this out!

Number 7

FACES has funding until June 30, 2011 to support you. We can help you start a support group, direct you to resources*, and provide you with low or no cost educational services.  Contact us at info@facesofvirginia.org. 

Number 6

FACES has been able to reduce its registration fees to our 4th Annual Support and Training Institute on May 20-22, 2011 thanks to the continued support of the Virginia Department of Social Services. Learn more at www.facesofvirginia.org. 

Number 5

FACES Board Member, Terri Kiser-Williams, has been named by Governor McDonnell to the Virginia State Board of Social Services. This is the Board that approves all state policy and regulation impacting child welfare. Send her a congrats at twilliams@facesofvirginia.org. 

Number 4

Our Governor, Our General Assembly, and our Virginia Department of Social Services, in spite of the economy, have still not proposed cuts to foster care and adoption support payments for children! You can thank them through our new on-line Advocacy page which you can customize to reach your government representatives at the local, state, and federal level check it out at www.facesofvirginia.org and click on Advocacy.

Number 3
Virginia is actively engaged in Child Welfare Transformation. This is a long road, but thanks to everyone from Governor McDonnell to…Secretary Hazel to…Special Advisor Karin Addison to…the Virginia Department of Social Services’ Commissioner Brown to…Paul McWhinney to… Betty Jo Zarris to…Therese Wolf to…Matt Wade to…all the VDSS staff to…the local departments of social services to…the courts to…the private child-placing agencies to…YOU are all making the transformation a reality. Hang in there…we will all see the results if we persevere.  You can learn more and keep updated at www.vafamilyconnections.org.

Number 2

All of the front-line workers in child welfare who respect and care for foster, adoptive, and kinship families.  The job has long hours and we must be grateful for those workers that help foster, adoptive, and kinship parents to do their best for the children in their care. We are grateful for the workers who respect our families and help us do our best by doing their best.
Number 1

The children who live in our homes, trust us with their tears, and bless us with their laughter. When it all comes down to it they add so much to the canvas of our lives. Where would we be without them. THANKS TO ALL CHILDREN!

*Some of many resources for which to be thankful
Angel Food Ministries providing restaurant quality food items at low costs (and they take food stamps). www.angelfoodministries.com
The Dave Thomas Foundation’s step-by-step guide to adoption.

www.davethomasfoundation.org/Free-Adoption-Resources/Adoption-Guides 

American Academy of Pediatrics focus on foster care with helpful information on nutrition, immunizations, and much more.  http://www.aap.org/fostercare/ 

UMFS Family Preservation Program offering help to families facing challenges after adoptions have been finalized.  http://www.umfs.org/adopt_family_preserv.xhtml 

AARP’s Caregiving Resource Center for those raising children of relatives. 

http://www.aarp.org/relationships/caregiving-resource-center/
Great Expectations offering support for youth transitioning from foster care and attending community colleges in Virginia. www.greatexpectations.vccs.edu 

Partnership for Drugfree which provides online support to families coping with substance abuse issues in children and youth. http://timetogethelp.drugfree.org 

