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Great Expectations:  A Snapshot of Project Progress
“I was told I wasn’t ever going to amount to anything. Now, Great 

Expectations is helping me graduate from college. That means a lot to me!” 



                       Andrea, age 19

Great Expectations, the Virginia Foundation for Community College Education initiative to help Virginia’s foster youth complete high school, gain access to a community college education and transition successfully from foster care to living independently, continues to grow – and continues to make a difference in the lives of Virginia’s foster youth.

Since launching in 2008 at five Virginia Community Colleges, Great Expectations has served more than 300 students, helping them obtain associate degrees and workforce certifications, transfer to four-year colleges and universities and position themselves for employment and life success.  The program, now offered at 12 of Virginia’s Community Colleges, continues to expand both in the number of colleges and ways youth are supported.  In 2011, two additional colleges, John Tyler and Tidewater will come online, bringing the total to 14 and serving approximately 450 students, and a statewide mentoring initiative for foster youth will be established.  

Current Great Expectations community college locations:

           Danville                  

Southside Virginia
           Germanna   
    
Virginia Highlands
           J. Sargeant Reynolds
Mountain Empire
           New River 

Patrick Henry
           Northern Virginia 

Southwest Virginia
           Piedmont Virginia 
Wytheville
Great Expectations offers:

· Help applying for college admission and financial aid

· Personalized counseling

· Career exploration and coaching

· Student and adult mentors

· Life skills training, including managing finances

· Individualized tutoring

· An internet-based resource center, Greatexpectations.vccs.edu
· An emergency fund

The first Great Expectations programs were funded as pilot programs, and fundraising to support and develop programs continues. To date, more than $5 million has been raised to implement and sustain this program serving Virginia’s most vulnerable youth.  

Our goal: To make Great Expectations available and easily accessible for all foster youth in Virginia. 
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